
Year 2 Autumn Term 
Learning

Welcome to the new Autumn Term 2019.  We have an 
exciting term planned for you and here is an outline of 
some of the things you will be learning and finding out 

about this term.

Maths: 

Understanding place value is incredibly important 

for every mathematician, and so our maths 

learning in Year 2 starts here! In the first half 

term, the children will explore the meaning behind 

each digit in a number and really get to know that 

a number represents an amount of something. 

The children will use a variety of equipment to 

grasp the difference between tens and ones, and 

what it means when these two are combined and 

partitioned. 

As well as consolidating our number bonds to 10 

and 20 with regular practising, we will be moving 

on to adding and subtracting numbers, using the 

knowledge acquired in  our place value learning. 

The children will use a range of concrete 

resources to help with their learning.

English:
During our English, we will be looking at the different sentence types - statements, 

commands and questions - and we will be learning to use question marks and exclamation 

marks to demarcate these as well as revising capital letters and full stops. The children 

will be learning to link sentences together with coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or) 

and subordinating conjunctions (because, when, if etc.) They will be revising and 

consolidating their phonics knowledge through reading and writing. We will be learning 

new spelling patterns including the use of suffixes and common exception words (year 1 

and 2). In their writing, they will be learning how to identify and use the past and present 

tense correctly.

In our reading, we will be using VIPERS (vocabulary, inference, prediction, explain, 

retrieve and sequence) to demonstrate understanding and interpretation of a text. You 

can support this at home by asking about your child’s reading and using the questions in 

the reading diaries to guide you.    

  

Class Reader: 
Our class reader is ‘Swallows and Amazons’ by Arthur Ransome. We have chosen this 

book because it links to our topic involving explorers and adventures. Although it was 

written in 1930, it is widely regarded as a children’s class and we feel the children will 

really enjoy the adventures the characters have.



Year 2 Autumn Term STAR Learning
STAR learning  Overview:

This term, the title of our STAR learning is ‘Let’s 

Go Exploring’. In the first half of the term, the 

children will learn all about the fascinating 

voyages and discoveries of Christopher 

Columbus and Sir Francis Drake, and use these 

to explore capital cities, countries of the world 

and study maps. This learning will be consolidated 

as we go on a trip to the Maritime Museum, 

where a special exhibition focusing on Sir Francis 

Drake will be taking place.

In the second half of the term, the children will 

jump forward to explore The Great Fire of 

London and Samuel Pepys. They will design their 

own houses that will be burned down by the fire 

brigade who have kindly agreed to come in for us!

P.S.H.E 
We will use ‘Jigsaw’ sessions to explore ‘Being Me in 

My World’ and ‘ Celebrating Difference’ as well as 

developing our ability to take turns and cooperate.

                 

R.E: This term will focus around Christianity. We will be 

learning about Jesus as a historical figure and the Christian 

way of life as well as key events in the Christian calendar 

including Harvest and Christmas.

                 
Science: As well as using the scientific skills of asking 

questions, making observations and performing simple 

tests, the children will be learning which materials could be 

used to make the best ship.

                 

Music: This term we will be learning to recognise rhythmic 

patterns and recall short songs as we learn and perform 

sea shanties. We will also be learning to use our voices 

expressively and to rehearse and perform with confidence 

in  preparation for our nativity production.                 

Computing: The first half of the term will be focused 

around basic ICT skills, including typing, saving, renaming 

and opening documents. In the second half of term, we will 

be learning to programme a voyage using ‘Scratch’ and to 

create presentations based on the explorers we have learnt 

about.

                 

D.T: Our D.T learning is all about planning, designing and 

building our own ship, which we will all do across our two 

STEM days. We will think about the best materials, as well 

as creating a working mechanism to go with it. 

                 

Art: In art, the children will experiment with different 

mediums and look to design their own pattern to print onto 

the sail for their ship. They will consider different designs 

and select their favourite to create in the form of a stamp.

                 

P.E: Our P.E learning follows the skills in the Real P.E. 

Through the learning in P.E, every child will improve their 

physical literacy, emotional and thinking skills. This will help 

them  to achieve in sport, as well as in many other aspects 

of life.

                 

Languages: We will be learning about the culture of 

different countries as well as some basic vocabulary and 

greetings linked to the locations and countries we learn 

about. Every day we will be answering the register in 

different languages.

Homelearning: In addition to daily reading, practising 

common exception words (these can be found in your child’s 

reading diary) as well as recalling the 2, 5 and 10 times 

tables, the children will be given a piece of homelearning 

every week to be completed by the following Thursday. 

This will be a mixture of STAR learning and activities that 

will support the learning in class. 


