
Motorists have taken 
to social media to vent 
their frustration at 
huge traffic delays 
The roadworks near South Mimms 
have been a bone of contention 
amongst locals since they were first 
announced at the planning stage. 
Frequent users of the M25 were quick 
to suggest that the improvements were 
unnecessary, creating little benefit for 
large inconvenience. It was hoped that 
an eleventh hour challenge to stop the 
roadworks would be successful, but this 
was not to be the case.

Yesterday, predictions of the chaos 
caused by the motorway improvements 
were soon proved correct. Delays on 
the clockwise lanes of the M25 were 
already being reported by 7:30am as 
the morning rush hour began. The 
roadworks starting near Junction 23 
created a bottleneck of traffic as the 
motorway was narrowed from four 
lanes to two. Vehicles which proceeded 
to the restricted motorway were then 
forced to travel at a reduced speed of 
20 miles an hour until junction 28, 27 
miles later.

Initially the delay leading up to the 
roadworks was estimated at fifteen 
minutes but, within the hour, travellers 
were reporting that vehicles were 
coming to a standstill. The situation 

was exacerbated as overheated cars 
and lorries broke down, closing down 
section of the carriageway. By midday, 
many were reporting on social media 
that they had been stranded for four 
hours. Craig Lipp, on social media, 
tweeted, “Over four hours stuck on  
the M25 and doesn’t look like I’m going 
anywhere soon! What is wrong with 
the roads in this country? Please tweet 
pictures of kittens or other gifs to cheer 
me up.”

Due to growing concerns for public 
safety, emergency vehicles were 
dispatched to junction 23 at 12:30pm. 
Police officers at the entrance to the 
roadworks began to direct traffic, 
helping to clear the congestion, whilst 
breakdown recovery vehicles tended 
to cars which had broken down. At an 
earlier part of the carriageway, traffic 
was directed to take alternative routes 
through neighbouring villages, rather 
than adding to the obstruction.

In addition to the emergency services, 
local samaritans rushed to the aid 
of stranded travellers, with locals 
donating drink and food to those 
in need. “Don’t know what I’d have 
done without some wonderful people 
of South Mimms helping me out,” 
tweeted Linda Jones, “you guys are the 
best. Appreciate it!”
Traffic was reported as moving freely 
by 2pm and any broken down vehicles 
had been removed from the scene by 

2:30pm. Although delays were reduced 
to ten minutes by then, traffic officers 
remained at the scene, directing 
traffic, until early evening.

Clara Anderson of the Middlesex 
Police praised the actions of officers: 
“I can confirm that at no point did 
the long delays on the M25 present 
a danger to members of the public. 
However, having been alerted to 
reports of travellers, including infants 
and the elderly being stranded without 
access to water, it was decided to 
bring emergency services to the scene. 
Officers present were able to provide 
assistance and ease congestion and, 
despite speed reductions, traffic was 
moving with minimal delays by  
early afternoon.”

Road workers are working around 
the clock in an attempt to complete 
motorway improvements before the 
summer. But, with the roadworks 
estimated to continue for a further 
three weeks, a spokesperson for the 
roads and transport authority warned 
of further delays: “Because of the 
continued engineering works on the 
M25, it is likely that the same delays 
experienced today will occur again. 
We would advise all motorists to make 
alternative travel arrangements where 
possible and to allow for greater travel 
time in any case.”

Headline 

Byline - include the name of the writer of the article.

Hook paragraph - this should answer the 5 ‘w’ 
questions: what? who? where? when? and why?

Past tense

Logical steps – events should be recounted in a 
logical order.

Connectives to link paragraphs

Quotes - include quotations from those involved  
in the news story or people reacting to it. Ideally, 
both formal and informal quotes should be included 
in the story.

Passive voice - sentences written in the passive 
voice make writing appear more formal, which is 
important for a newspaper article. 

Captioned photographs or diagrams

Which features of a newspaper text has 
this writer used? Annotate any you find.Midday Motorway 

Madness
By staff reporter Alvin Gaunt
 agaunt@thedailyreader.com

Delays were as long as four hours



An alarm was sounded shortly 
after the incident began, but by the 
time police officers arrived at the 
scene, he had disappeared. A search 
was made of the area. No suspects 
fitting the man’s description were 
identified, however, an abandoned 
plastic bag containing a banana was 
found. Detectives believe that this 
bag was the same one used during 
the attempted robbery and that it was 
used to fool the cashier into thinking 
it was a firearm.

Online commentators have been 
quick to see the humour of a robbery 
attempted with a banana. Less than 
twenty-four hours after it occurred, 
the incident had already become the 
subject of many jokes on social media. 
Det. Con. Rachel Kochanski asks the 
public not to lose sight of the fact 
that this was a serious incident: “Even 
though the incident did not in fact 
involve a genuine firearm, this fact 
was not known to innocent bystanders 
at the time. Employees of the post 
office were threatened and distressed.

Mike Keds, an onlooker present 
during the incident, said: “I didn’t 
know what was happening. First thing 
I know is when everybody starts 
screaming and dropping to the floor. 
Then, when I see this geezer waving 
what looks like a gun about, I decide 
I’d better do the same. I was scared 
out of my wits so who knows how 
the bloke on the till feels; he must be 
having nightmares.”

Kochanski claims that the attempted 
robbery could easily have had more 
serious consequences: “A report of 
an armed robbery would obviously 
be treated as a dangerous incident. 
Officers in an armed response unit 
would not have known the robber did 
not present an immediate threat to  
the public.” 

The culprit was seen wearing a black 
coat and jeans, a grey shirt and a New 
York baseball cap. He is described as 
being around six feet tall. Even though 
the suspect was not armed at this 
time, he is still considered dangerous. 
Authorities have said to avoid contact. 

Anyone with any information about 
the suspect is asked to contact Crime 
Stoppers as soon as possible. 

Although the use of a banana was 
unusual, it is not the first time food 
has been used in a local robbery. In 
January of this year, a masked man 
successfully stole £2,500 from a bank 
armed only with a cucumber painted 
black. At this moment, the culprit has 
still not been apprehended. Detectives 
are still trying to get to the bottom of 
how the perpetrators of two serious 
incidents could so easily have evaded 
detection after perpetrating these 
acts in busy, populated areas. Police 
have yet to confirm or deny if the two 
incidents are linked.
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Police A-Peel For Bungling Banana 
Burglar Witnesses
By staff reporter Pat Milligan 
pmilligan@thedailyreader.com

Police are appealing to eye witnesses 
for help after a man attempted to rob a 
local post office armed with a banana

A banana was found near the scene

Staff were ‘distressed’ by the attack



Bryan Gibson, owner of the  
four-year-old feline, discovered  
his cat’s artistic ability shortly after 
adopting the animal. As a keen 
professional artist, Bryan was used 
to leaving painting materials about 
his house. Before long, Dusty was 
joining him at the drawing board, 
forcing Bryan to give the cat a 
canvas of her own to stop her from 
ruining his own artwork.

“She has a style which is more 
abstract than realistic,” Bryan says. 
“At first, I thought it was a bit of 
a nuisance, as Dusty could make 
a bit of a mess. Now, I’ve grown 
used to her. I’d feel a bit lost if she 
wasn’t there when I was painting.”

After some of Dusty’s canvases 
were put on eBay “as a joke”, Bryan 
found that the cat’s pictures were 
selling – and at higher prices than 
his own. Once Dusty’s artwork 
began to attract prices in excess of 
£100, Bryan was able to convince 
Saxilby Town Hall to host an 
exhibition featuring his talented 
cat’s paintings.

The exhibition, which closes 
tomorrow, has seen hundreds 
of visitors attend to study the 
paintings up close. Whilst many 
have derided the quality of the 
artwork, it has attracted some 
serious interest from art dealers. 
One red letter day was when a 
piece was sold to an overseas buyer 
for more than £1,000.

“Dusty clearly has considerable 
ability,” said Lalla Baker, a top 
art critic. “She is able to present 
a viewpoint on the world which 
no human could. Her art is truly 
unique and this makes it, naturally, 
highly collectible.”

With a further day remaining of 
Dusty’s exhibition, it remains to 
be seen if any more paintings will 
be sold. Whatever happens, Bryan 
is convinced that even if Dusty’s 
art is a nine-day wonder, his cat 
will continue to paint for the 
foreseeable future. “I can’t see her 
stopping,” he said. “She just loves 
it. And whatever money she makes 
goes to charity, so I’m happy to 
encourage her.”
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Vincent Van  
Mog - Cat Takes Art World By Storm
By staff reporter Pat Milligan 
pmilligan@thedailyreader.com

Dusty, a tortoiseshell cat 
from Saxilby, is proving that 
artistic ability isn’t reserved 
for humankind. At four 
years old, the cat spends 
hours creating masterpieces 
by dipping her paws in oil 
paint and scraping them 
across canvases. Following 
an exhibition of the moggy’s 
artwork at a local gallery, 
some of her masterpieces are 
already selling for 
four-figure sums.  

Pablo Picatto? Tiddles showed her artistic ability early on.


