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Teacher notes

Y1 SPaG Activities: 
Simple Sentences
In year 1, pupils learn how to write and punctuate simple 
sentences. Our poster reminds pupils what a simple sentence 
needs and the worksheets allow them the opportunity to apply 
their knowledge creatively.

English Objectives covered are:
• To know how words combine to make sentences
• To separate words with finger spaces
• To introduce capital letters and full stops 

The resources include:
• Poster – ‘Writing Sentences Rules’

• Sentence writing bookmarks

• Card sort activity

• Worksheets

SPaG

Activity 1 - TEACH
What do we need to remember when we write 
a sentence?

Model writing sentences on the board, pausing so 
pupils can suggest what is needed at each stage 
(eg: finger spaces, capital letter, full stop, making 
sense). Can the pupils guide you correctly?

Look at the poster and talk about what each rule 
means. Introduce the sentence writing bookmarks to 
pupils as a way to check their work – they are designed 
to be stuck along the top of a page.
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Activity 3 – APPLY
Pupils write simple sentences about the pictures. 
Remind them to use capital letters, finger spaces and 
full stops and to read their sentences to check that they 
are complete and make sense. Use the sentence writing 
bookmarks to help pupils proofread their writing.

Use the sentence card sort activity to organise sentences into 
categories: those that are following the rules and those that are not.

EXTRA CHALLENGE: Can they explain why some of the sentences are 
incorrect? Could they correct them?

Activity 2 – UNDERSTAND, TEST and CHALLENGE 

Pupils complete the two activities on the worksheet. 
This can be completed in one lesson or cut out into 
three shorter tasks. There is an opportunity for 
pupils to explain their answers verbally during the 
challenge task.


