
Week beginning 20th April
Maths- Subtraction

 This week, we would like you to continue recapping the operation of subtraction. This year, we have 
talked a lot about efficiency. Thinking about which method is the most efficient and why. So for this 
week's tasks, you will need to consider which of the following methods will be the most efficient when 
answering various questions with subtraction:

                                           

                                                                                                                                      6000 - 500 = ____________

              Column method                                          Number line                                                   Mental Calculation

When you’ve finished these questions and double checked your answers - grab a calculator and mark 
them!



TASK 1 - DO IT

 It is important to know 
that subtraction can also 
be ‘finding the difference’ 
between two numbers.

 So with the number line, 
you will need to work out 
what number you need to 
add to 696 to get to the 
number 704. The 
difference between the 
two numbers will be your 
answer.



     
TASK 2 - DO IT

If you can see that two numbers are close in place value, another efficient way of 
subtracting is the method of ‘counting on’. For example, the most efficient way of 
calculating the number sentence 12 - 9 = ? would be to count on from 9 and stop when I 
get to 12:
9 + 1 + 1 + 1 = 12. I had to count on three, so 12 - 9 = 3

Have a go at these:

       



     TASK 3 - DO IT

Subtraction can be seen as ‘finding the difference’ between two numbers. For example, 
asking ‘What is the difference between 9 and 3?’ causes us to do the mental calculation 
of ‘9 - 3 = 6’. A good way of finding the difference is also to use a number line.

Have a go at finding the difference between these numbers:

       



     
TASK 4 - DO IT

       

Now use Eva’s method to 
calculate these:



     
TASK 5 - SECURE IT

Now you have had a go at various efficient ways of subtracting. It is up to you to think 
about the most efficient way of answering these questions:

       
             8393 - 7000 =  ___________                              456 - 444 = _____________

              4000 - 555  =  ___________                        9484 - 4364  = _____________
             
              4740 - 999  =  ___________                        9427 - 6235  = _____________



     
TASK 6 - SECURE IT

For this task, you will need to think carefully about the most efficient way of 
subtracting. Will it be counting on? Using a number line? The column method? Label 
each question with your answer and which method you used:

1) 67 - 54 = _______

2) 4000 - 576 = _______

3) 9999 - 3476 = _______

4) 1003 - 9997 = _______

5) 5633 - 6433 = _______

       



     
TASK 7 - DEEPEN IT

1) Write a number sentence that would be calculated most efficiently with the 
column method:

2) Write a number sentence that would be calculated most efficiently with a number 
line:

3) Write a number sentence that would be calculated most efficiently by counting on:

       



     
This is the end of our addition and subtraction block of learning! If you fancy challenging 
yourself - why not have a go at these?

If you have a go - send your learning to 
year4homelearning@threemilestone.sch.uk
And Miss Bryant and Mrs Coleman will be
so impressed!

       

mailto:year4homelearning@threemilestone.sch.uk


Task 1:  VIPERS

I observe : An adult with a group of 
children.
*
*
*
*
I wonder : What is in their packages?
*
*
*
*
I infer: The adults are teachers 
because some would have been 
evacuated with their class
*
*
*

This is an activity you have done a lot of in your class. 
Make a list of things you observe.  What questions does the photo 
make you want to ask?  Looking a clues in the picture infer what might 
be happening - remember to use the word because.



Task 2 :   Speaking and listening 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-an-evacuees-adventure/zk7hy9q

Click on the link and watch a 10 min video  :   With her family friend Ansh retraces the journey and describes what is 
was like to leave home and live with a different family and attend a different school.

Speaking and listening :
 
Watch this together with 
a grown up and just 
reflect on what children 
may have felt if they 
were evacuated

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-an-evacuees-adventure/zk7hy9q


Task 3: Letter writing   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFOcJrvZCeA  ( 8 mins) 

Click on this link to hear some other children reading letters. They have written letters after 
researching what life was like as an evacuee child in  WW2. 

                                          
Spend some time researching what it was like for a child to be  evacuated in WW2
                                                    Another  link : http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/evacuation1.html#8

Your task is to pretend to be an 
evacuated child and write a 
letter back home.   If you are 
able to, you could record yourself 
reading your letter and send it to 
us via email.  

This is a good opportunity to also learn your address and post code..

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFOcJrvZCeA
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/evacuation1.html#8


Task 4:  Creating vintage looking paper  

Turn your letter into a real vintage looking letter by dabbing it with a wet tea bag.
I have also seen it done with coffee granules.   Google instructions and follow the steps.
You may wish to try to prepare your paper a few days before writing your letter  or take 
care with dabbing the paper after you have written it  incase it erases some of your 
writing.  Have a test to see which is best for you. 


