
Friend or Foe Week 2 

Task 1&2 

Listen to part 3 of Friend or Foe - https://snipurl.im/XaG3N


Because we are listening to an abridged* version of the book, there is a part where Davey’s mum 
writes him a letter to ask about where he is living now that has not been included.  In it she 
mentions that she has been posted to the coast to help with the artillery (long range guns there.  
You are going to write a response from Davey to his mother to let her know how he is getting on.


This task is split into two parts:

1 - Planning

2 - Writing, editing and improving

(There is an example letter attached to this document if you need ideas!)


*(abridged = shortened)


1 - Planning


At first we need to think about the areas that you want to write about in your letter.  You could 
create a mind map of ideas.  It helps to listen to the audiobook while doing this.


If you’re stuck, here are some of my ideas of things to include:


What life is like on the farm

How is it different from his home in Islington?

What the food is like on the farm

Things which Tucky has said which may have been embarrassing or funny 

What life is like at the new school

Any questions that you may have for Davey’s mum?

What might he be missing from home?

What might he be worried about?


https://snipurl.im/XaG3N


Choose how many paragraphs you’d like your letter to be.  Remember, a paragraph is a group of 
sentences on a particular topic and we should change to a new paragraph when the topic (or idea 
from your list) changes.  I would suggest that 3 paragraphs should be the minimum.


If you’ve chosen 4 paragraphs for your letter, choose four of the most important areas from your 
ideas of things to cover.  Create a mind map with a circle for each one and quickly note down all 
your ideas of the things that Davey might like to say about each of the areas you have chosen.  At 
this point things don’t need to be neat, just get those ideas written down before they disappear!


2 Writing your letter 

Look back over your plan - do you have any new ideas to add?  Write down any new thoughts 
you have.


Now it’s time to write your letter.  All letters begin with the address of the sender in the top 
righthand corner (see the attached example), have a date and begin with ‘Dear…’ and the name 
of the person you are writing to.


Now it’s your time to take on the roll of David - imagine what he might want to tell his mum and 
use his words to tell her about his life now.  Don’t worry if you stray from your plan - plans are 
there to be changed and updated.  


Don’t forget to sign off your letter when you are finished.


Finished?  Now - go and play (in the garden if you’re lucky enough to have one), get some oxygen 
into your bloodstream!


Once you’ve cooled down from this, reread your letter - is there anything that should be changed?  
Does it all make sense?  Are there any spellings you need to check in a dictionary?


Task 3 
Past Tense Verbs


We are going to have a look at how verbs (doing words) change depending on when the event 
takes (or took!) place - don’t worry, it’s simpler than it sounds, you already do this as you speak 
without even thinking about it!


Have a look at this presentation - https://snipurl.im/ChERB


Now, rewrite these sentences in the past tense


Mr Reynolds walks onto the moor. ——————>  Mr Reynolds walked onto the moor.


Davey writes a letter and then he posts it.


The earth shakes when the bombs land on London.


Davey and Tucky carry on until they come to the crossroads.


Anne cooks dinner and the boys eat it.


Mr Reynolds sweeps the old hay from the barns and throws it away.


https://snipurl.im/ChERB


Sometimes verbs are in their progressive form (use -ing).  In this case we need to use was or 
were to show that we are in the past tense.


Rewrite each sentence in the past tense using the progressive (-ing) form of the verb.


Anne washed the bedsheets. ————-> Anne was washing the bedsheets.


Tucky strolled along.


The new teacher counted the pupils in his class.


Tucky found the maths tricky.


Jip ate the leftovers.


Davey pointed at something. 


Task 4 

Character Description - Mr Reynolds


For our final task, we are going to examine Mr Reynolds, what we know about him and what we 
think of him as a character.  We can tell a lot about a character from the things that they say and 
do.  Look at this information from the text about Mr Reynolds.


He refused to choose between the two boys as he realised that the other 
would feel bad and have nowhere to go.  (p29) “Tis revolting that’s what ‘tis.  
And what happens to the one I don’t choose, eh?  How d’you think he’ll 
feel?”


He works hard on the farm, looking after the animals.


He takes part in Home Guard duty in the village.


(p33) He ruffled Tucky’s hair and smiled broadly.  “You’ll be alright then my 
dears?”


(p39) “I wish my dad was like him,” Tucky went on.  “I’ve never heard him 
shout, not like my dad.”


(p55) David looked up nervously at Mr Reynolds who smiled and winked 
down at him.


On a piece of paper, write down what you think about Mr Reynolds.  You could use this sort of 
sentence to structure your ideas:


I think Mr Reynolds is ___________ because he______________________.




Add a picture of what you think Mr Reynolds would look like, you can label it with the features that 
give us clues to his personality. 


Task 5 
Draw a map of what you imagine the village and farm to look like.  Don’t forget to include a key to 
explain what the features are.







                                                                                                                         Mr Jerry Reynolds 
                                                                                                                          C/O David Carey 
                                                                                                                          Hamleigh Farm 
                                                                                                                          Exeter, 
                                                                                                                          Devon. 
Mr and Mrs HARVEY 
C/O Mrs CAREY                                                                                             12Th November 1941 
24 High Street 
Rochester, 
ME1 1LX 
Kent                                      

Dear Mum, 

I hope you are well and that you can’t hear the bombs like in London.   I am glad I am far away 
from the Blitz but I miss you so much.  I am staying with Mr Reynolds, a farmer. He is so kind and 
understanding and his wife is lovely too.  Tucky and I are sharing a room.  Mr Reynolds took us 
both. He said he had room for both of us and I am so pleased to be with a friend.   

The farm is so big and so quiet.  It is in the middle of nowhere. Mr Reynolds has so many animals: 
lambs, ewes, cows, pigs and chicken.  Every day before he has his own breakfast, Mr Reynolds has 
to feed all the animals.  We help him as much as we can. You should see him mum, he is so clever 
and knows more about animals than Mr Sharp in Islington.   

Mrs Reynolds is a good cook (but you are better) and she gives us warm milk every night before we 
go to bed.  We started school in the local village but have to walk 3 miles there and back every day.  
Luckily we can have our lunch at school. Mr Copper our teacher told us that the other children from 
London have gone to a bigger school called Imberleigh School.  Everyone treats like royalty here, 
just like stars!! But we are only evacuees!! 

I hope you are well.  I shall miss this Christmas, the first one without you, it will be a sad one.  I 
have a photo of you and dad under my pillow and I kiss it every night before I close my eyes.  
Please write to me soon, miss you. God bless. 

Lots of love 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

David
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