
STAR Learning 

Task 1 
Have you been enjoying our story about Percy? As we know Percy learnt a valuable lesson, ‘you 
should share and be kind as it is what all good friends must do’. We know you are missing your 
friends and can’t wait to see them. Just like Percy, we would like you to think of some kind things 
you can do with your friends when you return to school. Write them down on scrap paper or post-it 
notes. Try and fill up a jam jar with all your ideas. It might be reading a book to your friend, 
dancing with them, giving them a hug, making a daisy chain or teaching them something new. 
How creative can you be? 

 
 

Task 2 
Lots of you sent in your wonderful material scavenger hunts from last week. They were great and                 
it looked like lots of fun! Keeping what you found in mind, we would like you to undertake in a                    
sinking and floating experiment focusing on making a prediction. Gather several items from around             
your house and a big container filled with water. Predict (what you think will happen) whether the                 
item will sink or float. You could find a way to record your predictions by using the document                  
below, sorting them or even taking a photo. Test each item by placing it in the container one at a                    
time. Record whether they sink or float. Was your prediction correct? 
 

 
If you want to find out more about why things sink or float. Watch the video below. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dyCe1GPagE 
 
Floating and sinking recording sheet 

 
Task 3 
80 years ago this month the Battle of Dunkirk was fought in France, during the Second World War.                  
The German army continued to advance through Europe. They broke through a weak spot in the                
allied line and surrounded the British and French soldiers. Looking as though the battle was lost,                
Winston Churchill activated Operation Dynamo to evacuate the trapped troops from Dunkirk by             
boat back to England. On the 29th May, a few days after the evacuation began, it was announced                  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dyCe1GPagE
https://www.bing.com/search?q=World+War+II&filters=sid%3a00799d49-a28d-a81b-fd66-fba9d122e78b&form=ENTLNK


to the British public. Immediately, hundreds more private boats (little fishing boats) came to help               
with the evacuation. The little boats were able to reach the shoreline and acted as shuttles to and                  
from the beaches to the larger ships. Watch the clip below to find out how they successfully                 
evacuated 338,000 soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOrx1WqgmUU 
 

This link to another clip may need an adult to check it first, but it is interesting to watch. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjZ_5VLw02w 
 

Remember what you found out from our sinking and floating experiment. What you learnt will help 
you in your next tasks. Inspired by Dunkirk, we would like you to design and make a floating boat. 
Here are some questions to think about as you make it. 

1. What material would be best and why? 
2. Is your boat watertight? 
3. Can you attach a sail to make it move? 
4. How many items can your boat hold before it sinks? 
5. Can I change the shape of my boat so it will hold more? 
6. Does your boat continue to float if left in the water for an hour? 
7. What would you change if you were to make your boat again? 

 

Here’s another interesting clip about air raids, linked to last week’s learning. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4idj7fI6OZg 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOrx1WqgmUU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4idj7fI6OZg

